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Guidance and FAQs for Course Rep Elections
Summary
· Elections for all Course Reps will be conducted online via the Union website. 
· Eligible students can nominate themselves, upload candidate information, and cast their vote in elections via the Elections Portal. 
· Course Rep Elections will include a nominations period, a deadline for candidates to upload information to be shown on the voting page, and a voting period. 
· Results will be published online following the close of voting once the count for all open elections has been completed. 
· Eligible students will be able to run for one Rep role per course and level. 
· The voting system will be STV (single transferrable vote), allowing voters to rank all candidates in order of preference. Once voters log in, they will be able to access the relevant elections.
· Only one rep will be required to make the election valid. In the case that there are more than one rep nominated for the same course and year, formal elections will be held to decide the elected rep.
· The elections rules and principles must be adhered to by all candidates and voters. 
· This new process is detailed on our website, and will be communicated to course reps, head reps, staff and the wider student community ahead of the elections process. 

Elections Process
Elections for all Course Reps will be conducted online via the Union website, following the advertised elections timeline.  
The new process will include a nominations period, a deadline for candidates to submit their information to be displayed on the voting page, and a voting period. Results will be published online following the close of voting once the count for all elections has been completed. This process will be the only way to become a Course Rep.
Students will only be eligible to run/vote for their course and year.
Frequently Asked Questions 
Q: What are the rules of the elections?
A: There is a separate document which sets out the rules and principles of the election.  
Q: What candidate information will candidates be able to submit?
A: Candidates will be able to submit a preferred name, photo, and a short explanation of why students should vote for them via our Elections Portal before the deadline for candidate information. This will be shown to voters on their voting pages. 
Q: Can the current Reps see the number of current nominations to help promote certain roles?
A: No. As current Reps would be eligible to vote/run in the election, it is not appropriate for them to have a higher level of access to information about nomination numbers compared to other prospective candidates. We understand that schools may be concerned about knowing if they have enough candidates, so we would strongly encourage current Reps and Schools to talk widely and openly about elections with their students over the coming weeks in order to improve the chances of having all positions filled. Current Reps and Schools can run events or produce comms to introduce each of the roles, to meet with prospective candidates, and should be able to gauge interest levels as a result. 
Q: Why is STV the voting process?
A: STV voting ensures that winning candidates have a broad base of support from voters by allowing voters to rank candidates in order of preference. Winning candidates will be successful due to a high number of higher preference votes, eg. first or second place votes. Candidates with consistently low levels of support across the pool of voters will not be elected as they will be less likely to win higher preference votes. 
In STV, fewer votes are “wasted”. If a voter’s first preference candidate does not have enough first place votes to win outright, a voter may still see a candidate they have ranked highly be elected and may therefore be more satisfied with the results of the election. 
Q: How many votes are needed for the election to be valid? 
A: One vote per Rep position. This is all that would be needed to be able to elect a candidate into the role, so provided each Rep position in your course receives at least 1 nomination and 1 vote, your election will be valid. 
Q: What happens in the event of a tie for a position?
A: Under STV, tiebreaks are decided at random by coin toss. This is the widely recognised way to determine tiebreaks and this will be used in Course Rep elections. 
Q: When will the results be made available?  
A: We intend to publish the results of all Course Rep elections in the week following the close of voting. The exact timing will depend on how long it takes to count all the elections. 

Q: Is this process final?  
A: The process in terms of the electoral system and voting system will be the process in all Course Rep elections moving forward. We will not be reverting to the previous Rep elections system. Developments, improvements, and changes to timescales will absolutely be considered and may be implemented in future years. This is the first year of this new approach, so we are open to making changes where possible. 
Q: Who should we contact with further questions? 
A: If you have any questions about the elections process from a democratic standpoint, please contact Hannah.jones@surrey.ac.uk. If you have any questions about the Union website or the elections platform itself, please contact sam.hallam@surrey.ac.uk. 
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